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      Taxation, Revenue and Utilization of


          Expenditures (TRUE) Commission

Patti Anania, Chair

Greg Radlinski, Vice Chair
Leroy Kelly, Secretary

December 8, 2014
Honorable City Council Members

Suite 425, City Hall

117 W. Duval Street

Jacksonville FL  32202

Dear Council Members:

At its monthly meeting on Thursday, December 4th the TRUE Commission made the following recommendations regarding legislation pending before the City Council:

2014-748 (economic development incentives for a mixed-use development at 200 Riverside Avenue)

Motion: the TRUE Commission opposes passage of Ordinance 2014-748 because of the waiver of the normal standards of the City’s Public Investment Policy – approved unanimously.
2014-386 (amendments to the Police and Fire Pension plan)
Motion: the TRUE Commission recommends that the City Council reject Ordinance 2014-386 on the grounds that it perpetuates pension benefits that were illegally negotiated in private in violation of the requirements of the Government in the Sunshine Law during the adoption of the current version of the so-called “30-year agreement” between the City and the Police and Fire Pension Fund in 2000 and that the 30-year term of the agreement exceeds the state law limiting collective bargaining agreements to a maximum of 3 years. The Commission also recommends that the City proceed with litigation to reach a final judicial ruling on the validity of the so-called “30-year agreement” – approved 11-1.
The commission also made the following recommendations with regard to recently released audits/reports by the Council Auditor’s Office:

Auditor’s Report #755 – Auditor’s Office Annual Report for FY13/14
Motion: the TRUE Commission accepts Report #755 without comment – approved unanimously.

The TRUE Commission thanks you for your consideration of the Commission’s opinions on these important matters.  As always, the Commission stands ready to be of assistance in any way.  Please feel free to call on us at any time.





Sincerely,
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